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Disclaimer

This document is a submission to the Net Zero Commission’s 2025 consultation. As part of the
consultation process, the commission has committed to publishing the submissions it receives.
Submissions do not represent the views of the commission.
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The NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) is the peak democratically elected body representing
Aboriginal peoples across New South Wales, Australia’s largest Aboriginal population. We support a
network of 121 Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs) with over 30,000 members. We work to advance
the rights and interests of Aboriginal people including through land rights, self-determination, and
economic development.

NSWALC welcomes the opportunity to provide this submission to the Net Zero Commission. Aboriginal
people across NSW are both disproportionately impacted by climate change and uniquely placed to
be part of the solution. Collectively, Aboriginal Land Councils have regained legal ownership over
250,000 hectares of land across NSW. This presents an important opportunity, including in the
transition to renewable energy. We are ready to lead, not just participate, in the transition to a net
zero future.

Overview
e Aboriginal Land Councils can deliver a significant contribution to achieving net-zero,
including through building an Aboriginal owned and operated renewable sector, with
Aboriginal-led projects on Aboriginal lands. This sector brings environmental and socio-
economic benefits for communities, as well as revenue streams and jobs into the local
communities where these projects.

e Government investment needs to support Aboriginal Land Councils in the transition to
renewable energy through innovative and well-supported programs and incentives that
include investment in co-ownership, joint equity and partnerships projects delivering
renewable energy.

e More needs to be done overall to support and facilitate Aboriginal people’s empowerment
and enhance First Nations people's involvement in climate mitigation, adaptation, the
transition to clean energy, and environmental stewardship.

e Net-zero provides a practical opportunity for governments to demonstrate their
commitment to Aboriginal economic prosperity, land rights and fulfilling Closing the Gap
commitments.

Successful Transition

A successful net zero transition in NSW must centre Aboriginal self-determination. This includes:
¢ Aboriginal equity ownership in renewable energy and environmental markets.
e Support for Aboriginal land holders to address climate risks and adaptation.

e Recognition of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in climate, energy, and land use policy.



New South Wales
Aboriginal Land Council

© Level 6,33 Argyle St, Parramatta NSW 2150 R, 029689 4444

e Long-term investment in Aboriginal-led projects that deliver social, cultural, and
environmental outcomes.

e Ajustand inclusive policy environment that does not repeat the extractive legacies of the past.

e Reforms to facilitate the renewable energy potential of Aboriginal-owned lands in rural and
remote NSW.

First Nations Leadership and Inclusion

Key priorities include:
e Move beyond one off consultation to real participation and partnership.
e Ensure Aboriginal landholders are included in REZs and climate finance opportunities.
e Scale Aboriginal-led renewable energy, biodiversity stewardship, and carbon projects.
e Invest in capacity-building and capital access to support Aboriginal organisations.

e Facilitate LALC inclusion within REZs if their administrative boundary intersects with the REZ
boundary

e Incentivise investment in large scale generation for Aboriginal land owners

NSWALC and LALCs are supporting biodiversity and cultural fire management programs on returned
land, including ranger-led projects protecting hectares of land.

More needs to be done to support Aboriginal communities in the transition to renewable energy. No
Aboriginal organisation, except for Yindjibarndi Energy Corporation (YEC) in western Australia, holds
equity in renewable energy projects in NSW, and nationally, Aboriginal equity in renewables is just
1%—far behind international benchmarks such as Canada (~20%).

Energy and Infrastructure
What’s Needed:

e Dedicated Aboriginal Renewable Energy Fund including to support feasibility, approvals, and
equity financing.

e Streamlined pathways for Aboriginal landholders to participate in REZs and community energy
schemes.

e Mandatory First Nations participation in state-funded infrastructure projects.

e Reduced red tape in rezoning of Aboriginal owned lands for renewable energy development.
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e Support for First Nations equity, not limited to employment and procurement program, in
clean energy developments is needed.

Biodiversity, Land and Nature Repair
Aboriginal communities are already delivering nature-positive outcomes including through:
e  Cultural burning and fire-stick farming that reduce emissions and fire risk.
e Biodiversity restoration programs that regenerate native ecosystems.
e Bush foods, native seed propagation, and land-based cultural enterprises.
Opportunities:
e Enhance opportunities for Aboriginal land holders in biodiversity stewardship
e Co-design market methodologies that reflect Aboriginal knowledge and land stewardship.

o Aggregate landholder models that allow LALCs to collaborate on carbon and biodiversity
projects.

e Reserve Nature Repair and ACCU funding streams for Aboriginal-led land restoration projects.
e Fund and expand Aboriginal ranger programs in urban, regional, and remote areas.
Climate Adaptation and Community Resilience

Aboriginal communities are already experiencing the compounding effects of climate change—from
extreme heat to flood and bushfire exposure. These risks intersect with systemic disadvantage, making
climate adaptation a core priority.

Key needs include:
e Government investment in climate-resilient housing and infrastructure on Aboriginal land.
e Community-based emergency response and adaptation plans.
e Integration of TEK and cultural indicators into state adaptation policy.

e Support for community-owned and/or managed microgrids and energy storage projects to
increase community resilience and local employment.

As recent grid failures (e.g. Broken Hill) have shown, regional and remote communities—including
many Aboriginal communities—are highly vulnerable to both climate impacts and energy system
instability.

Measurement, Transparency and Policy Influence
Success must be measured not only by emissions reduction, but also by:

e Aboriginal decision-making, ownership of and participation in renewable projects.
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e Number of Aboriginal-led land and nature repair projects funded.
e Recognition and implementation of Traditional Ecological Knowledge.
e Social, cultural, and economic co-benefits delivered on Country.

We encourage the Commission to develop a First Nations participation index to track outcomes, not
just consultation.

The increased pressures to act and ensure that the State of NSW meets its net zero emissions by 2050,
including the interim targets, will only compound as the timeline continues to shrink. The transition
cannot be successful unless it is inclusive, just, and place based. Aboriginal communities in this state
are disproportionally affected by the significant impacts of climate change and sizeable weather events
that are becoming increasingly common.

Aboriginal peoples are not responsible for the climate crisis, but we are prepared to be part of the
solution. We have land, knowledge, and commitment to care for Country. We must now be equipped
and empowered to lead in this space.

The NSW Government has a rare opportunity to build a clean energy and climate future that is
Aboriginal-led, locally grounded, and globally significant.

We would welcome the opportunity to further engage with the Net Zero Commission on these issues.
Please contact policy.research@alc.org.au or the NSWALC Strategy and Policy Unit on 02 9689 4444,




