Net Zero Commission

2025 consultation

Submission type Upload

Submitter ASK Property Consultants Pty Limited
Response ID E40

Disclaimer

This document is a submission to the Net Zero Commission’s 2025 consultation. As part of the
consultation process, the commission has committed to publishing the submissions it receives.

Submissions do not represent the views of the commission.



ASK Property Consultants Pty Limited
Suite 6 /201, 29-31 Solent Circuit , Norwest Business Park 2153

voo: I

Office: 61288243557

www.askproperty.net.au
abdul@askproperty.net.au

Dear Ms Atkinson,
Thank you for sending through the Consultation Paper and apologies for the delayed response

George and | respond to you jointly as professionals with decades of combined experience in
the HVAC&R and construction sectors, and as advocates for a built environment that is both
climate-resilient and free from chemical legacy risks.

In response to the Commission’s consultation—specifically Question 21 on approaches to
eliminate refrigerants with a GWP >10—we wish to highlight a critical concern that extends
beyond climate metrics: the widespread and growing threat of PFAS contamination from
fluorinated refrigerants, including many new "low-GWP" blends currently entering the market.

While these newer F-gases are marketed as environmentally safer alternatives, the science tells
a different story. Many degrade into persistent PFAS compounds that contaminate soil, water,
and ecosystems—ocreating long-term liabilities for industry, government, and communities
alike.

We propose the following five actions for urgent consideration:

1. Mandate the use of natural refrigerants

Such as hydrocarbons (e.g. R-290), CO,, and ammonia across all new buildings in NSW—
including residential, commercial, and government developments—by embedding clear GWP
and chemical class restrictions into planning codes and the BASIX framework.

2. Require full refrigerant disclosure

Ensure all Development Applications include refrigerant specifications that disclose not only
GWP but also whether the refrigerants are fluorinated. This increases transparency and
prevents greenwashing under the guise of “low GWP” solutions that still contribute to PFAS
pollution.

3. Build upon and enforce the City of Parramatta Council’s leadership



The City of Parramatta Council has already introduced a powerful precedent by requiring
natural refrigerants in certain new developments through its planning controls. This progressive
move shows what’s possible when local government takes initiative in aligning refrigerant policy
with climate and environmental health goals.(The original BASIX requirements is a good
example, it was initially introduced by Wyong Council in the late 90’s eventually adopted
Statewide)

However, without a framework for statewide adoption and enforcement, this initiative risks
becoming an isolated effort rather than the foundation of broader transformation. Many
developers and planners still default to high-GWP or PFAS-linked refrigerants simply because
there's no consistent, enforceable directive from state authorities.

NSW has an opportunity to standardise what Parramatta has started—ensuring that natural
refrigerant mandates are not a matter of postcode, but principle. This could be embedded
into SEPPs (State Environmental Planning Policies), council DA guidelines, or NCC-aligned
refrigerant performance codes.

What Parramatta has piloted must now be amplified, enforced, and supported with compliance
mechanisms across all LGAs.

4. Provide financial incentives for natural refrigerant adoption

Target rebates, grants, or fast-tracked approvals for developers and builders who proactively
adopt non-fluorinated systems—especially in residential and social infrastructure sectors.

5. Launch a state-supported education and enforcement campaign

Equip local councils, certifiers, and developers with the knowledge and tools to identify, specify,
and inspect safe, natural refrigerant systems. This is crucial to ensure the policy is not only
written—but effectively implemented at the ground level.

With proven natural refrigerant solutions already on the market—and growing international
scrutiny of PFAS contamination—the time for cautious exploration has passed. NSW has a
unique opportunity to lead the nation, and indeed the world, in setting a clear and enforceable
standard for refrigerants that respects both the climate and public health.

We welcome the opportunity to engage further on this issue and support the Commission’s
work in ensuring NSW’s net zero pathway is truly future proof.

Respectfully,
Abdul Khan &George Haydock





