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Question 4: What additional mechanisms, support, or incentives can meaningfully empower and 

enhance First Nations people's involvement in climate mitigation, adaptation and environmental 

stewardship?  

The commission may consider enhancing First Nations people's involvement by providing targeted support 

and incentives. This may include funding for community-led projects, capacity-building programs, and 

opportunities for First Nations people to participate in decision-making processes. Additionally, recognizing 

and valuing the unique contributions of First Nations people to environmental stewardship is likely to foster 

greater inclusion and collaboration.  

Question 5: What additional information and evidence should the commission consider when 

assessing progress towards NSW’s targets for reducing net greenhouse gas emissions?  

The commission may consider having regard to a wide range of data sources and indicators to assess 

progress towards NSW’s greenhouse gas reduction targets. This includes monitoring emissions from all 

sectors, tracking the adoption of renewable energy technologies, and evaluating the effectiveness of 

policies and programs. Engaging with academic institutions, industry experts, and community 

organizations can provide valuable insights and ensure a comprehensive assessment.  

A key aspect that should be considered in tracking performance and progress is an indicator of the funds 

and investments that are directly supporting climate-related action. As communicated broadly by the 

United Nations in assessing progress on UN Sustainable Development Goals, failing to meet annual 

investment requirements towards addressing climate change as well as an underestimation of required 

funding, is leading to ever-increasing climate-related risks.   

Question 6: The speed of deployment of electricity generation and infrastructure is a key risk to 

emissions reduction targets. What more could be done to fast-track deployment?  

To accelerate the deployment of electricity generation and infrastructure, we consider there is a need to 

streamline regulatory processes, reduce bureaucratic hurdles, and provide clear guidelines for project 

approvals. We also consider that there are opportunities to invest in grid modernization, support innovation 

in renewable energy technologies and foster public-private partnerships to expedite the transition to a low-

carbon energy system.   

Question 7: Are the measures now in place sufficient to ensure community engagement and 

benefit sharing from the build out of infrastructure for the energy transition?  

Current measures for community engagement and benefit sharing should be continuously evaluated and 

improved. The commission should ensure that communities are actively involved in the planning and 

implementation of energy projects and that they receive tangible benefits, such as job opportunities, 

improved infrastructure, and access to clean energy. Establishing community benefit agreements and 

promoting local ownership of renewable energy projects can enhance community support and 

participation.  

Question 8: Are First Nations communities adequately engaged and included in sharing the 

benefits of the transition? What more could be done, and by whom?  

While there have been efforts to engage First Nations communities, we consider that more can be done to 

ensure their inclusion and benefit sharing. The commission may consider working closely with First Nations 

leaders and organizations to identify and address barriers to participation. Providing dedicated funding, 

creating advisory groups, and ensuring representation in decision-making processes can enhance the 

involvement of First Nations communities in the energy transition.  
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Question 15: What short to medium term measures could be prioritised to address the systemic 

challenges regarding waste generation and resource recovery?  

Over the short to medium term, the commission may consider prioritising measures that promote waste 

reduction, recycling, and resource recovery. This includes implementing stricter regulations on waste 

management, supporting the development of circular economy initiatives, and investing in innovative 

technologies for waste processing. Public awareness campaigns and incentives for businesses and 

households to adopt sustainable practices can also drive positive change. Given the rapid growth expected 

in areas of NSW, it could be helpful to draw on aspects of industrial ecology to promote a circular economy 

and capture greater efficiencies in resource management and recovery.   

Question 22: What should be included in a monitoring framework for NSW in the context of the 

transition to net zero, including any specific metrics and indicators?  

A robust monitoring framework should include specific metrics and indicators to track progress towards net 

zero. This includes measuring greenhouse gas emissions, energy consumption, renewable energy 

generation, and the adoption of low-carbon technologies. The framework should also consider social and 

economic indicators, such as job creation, community engagement, and equity in the distribution of 

benefits. Regular reporting and transparent communication of progress can ensure accountability and 

continuous improvement. As suggested previously, tracking appropriate funding to address climate 

adaptation and mitigation, should be a priority to ensure long-term objectives are supported. Nature-based 

climate solutions and metrics should also be explored.   

Question 23: The adaptation objective is for NSW to be more resilient to a changing climate. The 

Act allows for regulations to further define the adaptation objective. What does a more resilient 

NSW look like to you?  

We consider that a more resilient NSW is one that can effectively adapt to the impacts of climate change 

while maintaining the well-being of its communities and ecosystems. This involves building resilient 

infrastructure, protecting natural resources, and fostering social cohesion. We consider that the 

commission may consider defining the adaptation objective by setting clear targets for resilience, 

promoting adaptive capacity, and integrating climate considerations into all aspects of planning and 

decision-making.  

Question 24: What additional information and evidence should the commission consider when 

assessing progress towards the adaptation objective?  

The commission may consider having regard to a comprehensive range of information and evidence when 

assessing progress towards the adaptation objective. This includes monitoring climate impacts, evaluating 

the effectiveness of adaptation measures, and assessing the resilience of communities and ecosystems. In 

addition, engaging with stakeholders, conducting regular reviews, and incorporating feedback can ensure 

that the adaptation strategies remain relevant and effective. Learnings from international best practice and 

approaches should be adopted in local and regional contexts.  




